NICE Guidelines 12 (NG12) 
Suspected Cancer Recognition and Referral

Use this guidance with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG ultrasound proforma that is available within the Clinical Support Tool.

Terms used in the NICE guidelines

Suspected cancer pathway referral: patient is seen within the national target for cancer referrals. This is a 2WW cancer referral
Urgent: to happen/be performed within 2 weeks. This is not classified as a 2ww referral but is NG12 guidance.
Very urgent: to happen within 48 hours. This is not classified as 2ww referral but is NG12 guidance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Direct access: when a test is performed and primary care retain clinical responsibility throughout, including acting on the result.

Sarcoma

Sarcoma - Soft tissue sarcoma in adults

Consider an urgent direct access ultrasound scan (to be performed within 2 weeks) to assess for soft tissue sarcoma in adults with an unexplained lump that is increasing in size. (NG12)

	Local Guidelines: Clinical features of concern which should prompt local ultrasound:

Mass with 1 or more of the following:

>5cm in size, deep to fascia, painful, fixed, increasing in size, recurrence following excision



Sarcoma - Soft tissue sarcoma in children and young people

Consider a very urgent direct access ultrasound scan (to be performed within 48 hours) to assess for soft tissue sarcoma in children and young people with an unexplained lump that is increasing in size.

Upper GI Tract Cancers
Gall bladder cancer

Consider an urgent direct access ultrasound scan (to be performed within 2 weeks) to assess for gall bladder cancer in people with an upper abdominal mass consistent with an enlarged gall bladder. (NG12)

Liver cancer

Consider an urgent direct access ultrasound scan (to be performed within 2 weeks) to assess for liver cancer in people with an upper abdominal mass consistent with an enlarged liver. (NG12)


Gynaecological Cancer

Ovarian
If serum CA125 is 35 IU/ml or greater, arrange an urgent (within 2 weeks) ultrasound scan of the abdomen and pelvis. 
If the ultrasound suggests ovarian cancer, refer the woman urgently for further investigation.

Endometrial

Consider a direct access ultrasound scan to assess for endometrial cancer in women aged 55 and over with: 
unexplained symptoms of vaginal discharge who are presenting with these symptoms for the first time or 
have thrombocytosis or 
report haematuria or 
visible haematuria and low haemoglobin levels or 
thrombocytosis or
high blood glucose levels. 






